
July 28, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

July 28, 2015 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building at 7:30pm, Closed Session 

beginning at 7:00pm with Mayor Danny Turner presiding.  Council members present: 

Mayor Danny Turner, Council Member Gene Teague, Council Member Sharon Hodge and 

Council Member Mark Stroud.  Absent: Vice Mayor Jennifer Bowles.  Staff members present 

included: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, Karen Roberts, Dennis 

Bowles, Andy Lash, Durwin Joyce, Officer Coretha Gravely, Police Chief Sean Dunn, 

Captain Rob Fincher, and Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox. 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council will go into Closed 

Session. In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon motion by Council Member Teague, seconded by Council Member 

Hodge with the following recorded 4-0 roll-call vote: Council Member Hodge, aye; Council 

Member Stroud, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; Mayor Turner.  Council convened in 

Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters: A) Appointments to 

Boards and Commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, and B) Consultation with legal 

counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or 

probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 

such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of the Closed Session, each 

returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from 

opening meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session and (2) only those 

business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, 

discussed, or considered during the Session.  On a motion by Council Member Hodge and 

seconded by Council Member Teague with the following 4-0 roll-call recorded vote:  Stroud, 

aye; Turner, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; Council returned to Open Session. 

A motion was made by Council Member Teague to appoint James Crigger, Sr. to the 

Planning Commission for an unexpired term ending June 30, 2016, motion was seconded 

by Council Member Stroud, all voted in favor. 

Invocation and Pledge to the American Flag- Council Member Gene Teague.  
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Present a Proclamation honoring the Martinsville High School Girls Tennis Team – 

Proclamation read by Council Member Stroud.  Mayor Turner presented each player and 

coach with a Martinsville City lapel pin.   
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Present a Proclamation honoring the Martinsville High School Boys Soccer Team – 

Proclamation read by Council Member Hodge.  Mayor Turner presented each player and 

coach with a Martinsville City lapel pin. 

 
Council Member Hodge spoke in regards to the fluoride issue; she stated that since 

Vice Mayor Bowles was not in attendance that there would not be a motion regarding 

fluoridation at this meeting.    

Presentation of Proclamation regarding August 4, 2015 National Night Out – 

Proclamation read by Council Member Gene Teague.  Police Chief Sean Dunn informed Council that August 4, 

2015 would be a “going away party” for crime and drugs in our community.  Fighting crime is not only a police 

responsibility, it’s a community responsibility.  National Night Out would not work without the help of the 

citizens, churches and community leaders along with Officer Coretha Gravely.  Officer Gravely gave 

information on the four Night Out locations and introduced the neighborhood captains.  Council Member Hodge 

thanked them for their hard work and said every year this is a great event and an opportunity for the citizens to 

come out.  She commended Chief Dunn on the previous “Coffee with a Cop” event. Chief Dunn announced also 

that they would hold a “Hoops with Cops” event on August 5, 2015 which would involve both adults and 

children at Wilson Park from 1:00pm-4:00pm. 
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Update from Jennifer Doss, Director of Tourism for the Martinsville-Henry County 

Economic Development Corporation – Ms. Doss stated that the summer had been great for 

tourism. In June, the City welcomed tourists from ten different states, Australia, England 

and Brazil; in July, the City welcomed tourists from thirteen different states, Canada, 

France and Australia.  There is a new tourism ambassador program to educate new and 

potential residents about things to see and do in the community.  Cody Mills and Carolyn 

Beale have become certified Tourism Ambassadors and ten others are working towards this 

certification.  She focused on several ads airing on local stations to help increase tourism in 

our area.  The 15th Annual Quilt Shop Rally was held July 9-12, 2015 with more than 400 

quilters attending from eight states including visitors from New Jersey and Florida.  The 

Drive Tourism Workshop has hosted two workshops; Martinsville has become a Certified 

Drive Tourism Community and one of only 22 communities in state which makes the City 

eligible to apply for $10,000 in state product development funding.  She also commented on 

the Group Tour Program held July 22-23, 2015; this program took a year in the making 

and hosted eighth graders from Higher Achievement Richmond.  This program reaches 

middle school children and encourages higher education. Ms. Doss thanked all of the 

community partners for their participation to make this event successful.  She also 

highlighted record high local hotel occupancy rates in Martinsville-Henry County, relating 

this increase to more local sports tournaments, conferences, special events, etc.  Ms. Doss 

explained that the chart shows the percentage of rooms filled each month.  Mayor Turner 

asked how many rooms there were in Martinsville. Ms. Doss answered 700 rooms roughly.  
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Council Member Hodge asked how they track effectiveness and determine how much 

tourism is generated by each area.  Ms. Doss explained that was based on feedback by 

individual businesses.  She announced that the Smith River Fest would be held Saturday, 

August 8th and would include a mud run, duck race, etc. and invited Council and the 

community to attend.   

Quarterly staff update on Utilities, Electric, Water and Sewer – Andy Lash presented 

information detailing water and wastewater updates explaining that revenue and expenses 

were close to projected.  Council Member Hodge asked about the transfer to MiNET; City 

Manager Towarnicki explained that this report reflects the end of FY15 and MiNET would 

stand alone in FY16.  Mr. Lash talked about water and wastewater production and about 

current projects including the rebuild of two filters by employees which saved the City 

approximately $25,000 each.  He commented that the water line on Spruce Street has 

become unreliable so they are preparing construction bid documents to replace that line.  

City Manager Towarnicki explained that the City originally budgeted line replacement on 

Indian Trail but due to frequent breaks on Spruce Street, the $100,000 allocated originally 

for Indian Trail will now be allocated to the Spruce Street project instead.  Mr. Lash said 

they had a record of seven breaks in the past thirteen months in this area which is 

unacceptable and needs immediate attention.  Mr. Lash commented on the City Reservoir 

and said it continues to grow as a family-oriented recreational facility.  Council Member 

Stroud commented that the Reservoir looks brand new and thanked everyone who 

contributed to cleaning that up.  Mr. Lash said they are ready to bid on the collapsed 

section of the Smith River Interceptor and continue to evaluate the sludge handling process.  

Also, due to employee retirements, four new operators have been hired to the sewage plant.  

Council Member Stroud asked if they were still considering a sludge press.  Mr. Lash 

explained that this was not one of the better markets to benefit from a sludge press. 
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Durwin Joyce presented information detailing Electric department updates.  Council 

Member Hodge asked where the City is on the landfill gas generator in comparison to last 

year.  Mr. Joyce explained that the City is up less than 10% from last year, they did 

supplement with natural gas this year and the guys in the garage have a better 

understanding of the generator and how it needs to be run.  City Manager Towarnicki said 

gas production from the landfill does decrease over time; it’s monitored closely to ensure 

that the generator is not running when the rates are down.  The gas production from the 

landfill fluctuates but it’s monitored and compared with the price of market power to ensure 
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the timing of the generator operation is cost effective.  Council Member Teague stated that if 

2.8% of power needs came from the generator, how much of that was supplemented.  Mr. 

Joyce explained that he did not have that answer but would look into that.  Council 

Member Teague asked if the City could stop the gas from leaking from the landfill.  Mr. 

Joyce said it could be flared off instead of using the generator but typically they allow it to 

build up so it can be used with the generator.  Council Member Stroud commended Lane 

Shively and his coworkers in the shop for monitoring the landfill and making the generator 

even more efficient.  Mr. Joyce continued to explain the financial benefits of the hydro plant 

and the landfill generator.  He explained the revenue and expenditures for the Electric 

Department.  Council Member Hodge asked how close percentage wise were they to what 

was projected.  Mr. Joyce said that the estimated net revenue is about the same.  Mr. Joyce 

shared information on projects including NCI, Forest Park and the Uptown lighting.  

Council Member Hodge asked when the meter project projected for 2016 would be 

completed. City Manager Towarnicki explained that he had just received the final report this 

past week and he planned to have a work session with Council about this project.  Cost 

savings would fund the project and they would review the final documentation in that work 

session to determine the best path.  He mentioned there was another piece of the project 

relating to sludge; the firm that the City is working with identified some options for another 

self-funding project. 
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Discuss schedule and locations for FY16 City Council Neighborhood Meetings- City 

Manager Towarnicki presented options for future neighborhood meetings and asked if there 

were any other suggestions.   Council Member Hodge said she would like anyone who would 

like to host a meeting to have the opportunity to do that and mentioned that the Housing 

Office could be an option for the Westside meeting.  Mayor Turner suggested First Baptist 

Church of East Martinsville and asked for the February meeting to be moved to early March 

to accommodate potential weather.  Council Member Teague suggested Chatham Heights 

for the Northside/Chatham Heights area. Council Member Hodge expressed concern about 

November 23 meeting being too close to Thanksgiving week and suggested that it be moved 

to the end of October. 

Business from the Floor 

Jean Royal, community watch co-captain for Spring, Emmett, Woodrow and Wilson 

Street areas voiced concerns.  First, speeding has caused a dangerous situation for walkers 

and children specifically on Wilson and Spring Streets and asked for increased police 

presence.  Secondly, at 203 Emmett Street there is a cement box in the yard that needs a 

lid or asked if it could be filled with gravel or soil; she asked if they could do this as a 

community or if the City would fix this.  Her last concern was a zoning issue and related to 

the entrance of the industrial area at the end of Woodrow Street where it intersects with 
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Emmett.  She asked that the entrance to this industrial area be moved to Broad Street to 

prevent speeders in a residential area in case another industry moved into this location.  

City Attorney Monday explained that they had not been able to determine who owns the 

alleyway where the entrance is located and that would determine if Council could make a 

change to that or not.   

Patrick Wright, 1201 Spruce Street – questioned correspondence courses in relation 

to the Santa Clause course he took.  Mayor Turner suggested that he contact the Blue 

Ridge Regional Library for more information. 

Chad Martin – apologized to any Council Members he may have been disrespectful 

towards at the previous meeting.  He received a call from a citizen who is local and already 

trained to be a facilitator for meetings like the one he had requested.  In 1967, Kerner 

Commission came out which was a 20-year study on riots that found the first level of 

intensity is police practices, second level is unemployment and underemployment, third 

level is inadequate housing and inadequate education, poor recreation facilities and 

programs.  Mayor Turner explained that they would schedule three meetings with 

predominately black groups and that he, Vice-Mayor Bowles and Sheriff Draper would be 

attending those. By doing a smaller meeting he hopes that people will be more comfortable 

talking one-on-one in a relaxed atmosphere.  Council Member Teague commented that the 

policing practices are being addressed, the City has been working on the unemployment 

issue along with recreation facilities and park improvement plans with focus on West End 

Park.  Council Member Stroud commented that the jobs were there but that there is no one 

applying for them or those applying may not qualified.  Council Member Hodge commented 

regarding school hiring, stating that having a conversation may or may not change anything 

but the school board should hold the administration accountable.  Council Member Stroud 

said although the City is putting forth the effort and money to hire diverse, so is every other 

community which still makes it a difficult task.  

Wayne Knox provided details on the Henry Hotel Grand Opening.   He recognized 

Susan McCulloch for her hard work.  He hopes that Council and the community will come 

to the grand opening and see the major changes that have taken place.  He said they are 

looking at housing residents as well as filling commercial space inside the Henry Hotel.   

Comments by members of City Council –  

Council Member Stroud said he is encouraged that things are going in a positive 

direction and that the City has come a long way in the past seven years. 

Mayor Turner said he’s spoken recently to two citizens that were interested in 

building a small business.  He encouraged anyone interested to take the plunge and to 

contact a Council Member for direction or advice.   
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There being no further business, Council Member Teague made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting at 9:04pm, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion, and all present 

Council Members voted 4-0 in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council      Mayor   

 

 


